
Fundraising for a local Play Day!
THINGS TO CONSIDER

•  What activities are you planning for your Play Day? What supplies 
will you need to make this successful?

•  Could this event be used to raise funds for other playground 
related items? i.e. mulch top off

•  Are you planning to provide refreshments? What will this look 
like?

WHERE TO START

Businesses

•  Many businesses have funds set aside to donate to charitable 
causes.

•  Some businesses focus their donation dollars on specific 
causes—research companies that actively support play, youth 
development, health/fitness, etc.

Organizations/Foundations

•  Charitable Organizations

•  Grant Making Organizations

•  Membership Organizations–Rotary, Kiwanis, Junior League, etc.

•  Churches

•  PTO/PTA

Individuals

•  There is power in numbers—even small donations from a lot of 
people can add up quickly

Special Events

•  Carwash, Pennies for Play, Candy Sales, Silent Auction, Bake Sale, 
Movie Night, Pledge Drive, etc.

WHEN TO ASK

•  Start right away (It pays to get going quickly as it can take time for 
businesses and organizations to respond)

•  Early in the month (some businesses and stores have certain amounts 
allocated for giving at the beginning of each month) 

OTHER TIPS

•  Be prepared to share a little about your  
project—why is this playground so important 
to the community?

•  Develop a donation solicitation letter to send/
deliver to potential donors—include tax 
information if the donation can be written  
off as a deduction.

•  Always follow up with a phone call   
or personal visit.

•  Monetary donations are great but so are in 
kind donations. If a business can’t donate 
dollars, why not ask for an item or service that 
could be used as a raffle prize or auction item?

•  Keep track of all of the businesses/
organizations/individuals that you’ve 
contacted. Be sure to follow up with   
a thank you!
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