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KaBOOM! Do-it-yourself painting projects 

Use these instructions to improve your favorite place to play 

 

 

 

Photos and instructions are also available on kaboom.org 

Paint a Mural 

 

Materials and tools 

 Paint 

 Paint brushes 

 Primer 

 Painter’s tape 

 Latex gloves 

 Drop cloth 

 Tape measure 

 Pencils 

 Markers 

http://kaboom.org/
https://kaboom.org/resources/enhancement_projects_list?tag=painting
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 Hose or pressure washer 

 Projector (optional) 

 

Prep steps 

1. Sort all materials into piles by like items to ensure you have materials needed to complete 

project. 

2. Before priming the wall, wash and clean the entire area. For indoor murals, consider using a 

light sponge and lukewarm water. For outdoor murals, pressure washing or a hose with high 

pressure nozzle will work best. Scrub any particularly dirty surfaces with a sponge. 

3. Let the surface dry before you begin priming. Apply painter’s tape along all the edges of the 

mural, and any other objects inside the mural area (such as light switches, vents, etc.) that 

should not get primed or painted. Ideally, use a few coats of primer for your mural surface. 

4. When the primer is dry, use an LCD or overhead projector to project the mural design onto the 

wall (if available).  Use a pencil or permanent marker to sketch the design that is projected. If 

appropriate, mark which areas should be painted with which colors. You can also sketch 

freehand if a projector is not available, though this requires a bit more skill. 

 

Paint steps 

1. Sort all materials into piles by like items to ensure you have materials needed to complete 

project. 

2. Cover all areas surrounding the mural area with painter’s tape, paper, and/or drop cloths. 

3. Refer to the mural design sketched on the wall and the paper drawing (if applicable) as you’re 

painting the mural. Begin with the larger areas and work your way down to the smaller areas. 

4. Use a small brush or an artist brush to touch-up areas when the mural is nearly complete. 

5. For indoor murals, use fans and/or open windows to help dissipate paint fumes and dry the 

area quickly. 

6. If applying a gloss coat, wait 24-48 hours for paint to dry before applying. 

 

 

Paint U.S. and world maps 

 
Materials 

 Hose/power washer 

 Push broom 

 Marking paint or chalk 

 Duct Tape 

 Tape measure 

 Scissors 

 Map stencil from http://www.worldmapsonline.com/map-stencils.htm ($175-$400) 

 Acrylic latex Paint and paint materials 

o For the US map, you will need 4 different colors – 5 if you plan to paint the Great 

Lakes. 

http://kaboom.org/
http://www.worldmapsonline.com/map-stencils.htm
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o For the world map, you will need 6 colors 

 

Paint steps: 

1. Locate a section of asphalt/concrete where you would like to paint the map 

a. For the US map, it will need to be about 35ft wide and 36ft long. 

b. For the world map, it will need to be about 20ft wide and 36ft long. 

2. Make sure the surface is clean. Sweep and wash if needed. 

3. Begin to unroll the stencil. 

a. For the US map, unroll section 1→2 15ft below the top of your cleared area. This will 

allow you room for Alaska. 

b. For the world map, unroll section 1→2 at the top of your cleared area. 

4. Anchor the stencil with tape to keep the wind from blowing it around.  

a. Note: the stencil paper is very thin and the wind will easily rip it if it is not taped 

securely. 

5. Unroll stencil section 2 below and next to section 1→2 on the side indicated by the illustration. 

Be sure the stamped edges of the sections are aligned and the adjacent edges are close 

together. 

6. Unroll the rest of the sections in order so that the final layout looks like the illustration. 

a. For the US map, note that there are two versions of Alaska in the space next to the 

west coast. The large one is in the same scale as the rest of the states, and the smaller 

one is included for grounds which do not have enough space to paint the full-size. Tape 

together the sections of Alaska that you wish to use and move it above Washington 

State. Additionally, move the Hawaiian Islands, as the diagram shows. 

7. Use chalk or bright paint to mark the holes, creating the outline of the states/countries. 

8. Remove the stencil, connect the dots, and paint the countries. You may want to add non-skid 

additive to the paint. Pastel paint colors tend to show the best on concrete/asphalt. 

 

 

Create 1' x 1' murals 
 

Materials and tools 

 One ½”x4x8’ sanded plywood 

 1-gallon primer 

 9” roller, pad, and tray 

 Circular saw 

 Tape measure 

 Pencils 

 String line 

 [32] 12” plywood squares (cut during Prep Instructions) 

 [128] zip-ties (optional) 

 Paint brushes 

 Exterior paint  

 Drop cloth 

 Paint can opener 

http://kaboom.org/
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 Stirring sticks 

 Paint cups 

 Latex gloves 

 Drill, ¼” drill bit, safety glasses 

 

Prep steps 

1. Sort all materials into piles by like items to ensure you have materials needed to complete 

project. 

2. Using the string line, lay out [32] 12”x12” squares on the 4'x6' sheet of sanded plywood. 

3. Using the circular saw to cut the plywood into 32 squares. Be sure to wear safety goggles while 

operating the saw. 

4. Paint the plywood squares with exterior primer on all sides. 

5. Let primer dry before moving pieces. 

 

Build steps 

1. Sort all materials into piles by like items to ensure you have materials needed to complete 

project. 

2. Drill holes with the ¼” Drill Bit about 1” into each corner of the 1x1 mural pieces. Be sure to 

wear safety goggles while using the drill. 

3. Lay out drop cloths under working area. 

4. Decide if you’d like to use a theme to create a mosaic mural, or paint unique 

5. mini-murals. Supervise children as they paint their beautiful creations! 

6. Allow squares to dry. Attach to fence or other desired location with zip ties, screws, or wire. 

 

 

Create a play pole or directional post 
 

Materials and tools 

 Two 4x4x10ft board 

 Two 1x4x12ft boards 

 12 1x4x24" arrow pieces 

 Primer 

 Paint Supplies 

 Miter saw 

 Tape measure 

 Carpenter's square 

 Pencil 

 1lb 1 ½" deck screws 

 Exterior paint 

 Paint supplies 

 Concrete 

 Drill 

 Screwdriver bit 

http://kaboom.org/
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 Screw driver 

 Level 

 Pencils 

 Safety goggles 

 

Prep steps 

1. Sort all materials into piles by like items to ensure you have materials needed to complete 

project. 

2. Optional: Bevel the top of the 4x4x10 on all four sides. 

3. Take both 1x4x12ft boards. Cut each into [6] 1x4x24” pieces, for a total of [12] 1x4x24” pieces. 

4. Making angled cuts: 

a. Take all [12] 1x4x12” pieces. Create an arrow-shape by cutting [2] 45° angles on one 

side of each piece for a total of [12] 1x4x24” arrows. 

5. Prime the sides and edges of all 1x4x24” pieces. Prime the 4x4x10 if it will also be painted. 

 

Build steps 

1. Sort all materials into piles by like items to ensure you have materials needed to complete 

project. 

2. If you are going to paint the 4x4x10, do that first. While it is drying, proceed to step 3. 

3. Paint the directional arrows. These can have a literal directional theme (New York City, 225 

miles, etc.) or can have any theme. 

4. Decide which way the arrows will point before painting them. 

5. Paint both side of the arrows using various colors. 

6. Once the post and arrows have dried, attach them to the post using the 1 ½” screws. Please 

remember to wear safety goggles while using the drill. Use 3 screws per arrow. 

7. Dig the hole for the post. It should be at least 6” in diameter and 2ft deep. 

8. Place the post in the hole and use the level to ensure the post stays straight while adding 

concrete. 

http://kaboom.org/

